164	THE FALL OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC
to have its future development settled for it even by a world
areopagus, or to resign itself to exclusion from participation in
the development of the continent to which it belongs. This is
the real case for revision, the case which the controversialists on
either side do so much to obscure, and this is the case which was
admitted at Locarno.
It was revision in this sense which Stresemann had achieved,
a revision which was a necessary preliminary to any revision of
detail, and actually of far greater importance than the cancellation
of reparations or the return of the Corridor, for by it cither or
both of these was brought within the bounds of rational possi-
bility. Nothing is more condemnatory of the mentality of the
anti-treaty protagonists in Germany than their insistence on the
historically trivial, because it was the sentimentally important
to the neglect of the politically important, because it was not
capable of sentimental exploitation. To them, simply because
they had no time-sense, there were only two courses possible
—to fight or to hold their peace. They were for different reasons
quite incapable of doing either; the folly of refusing to take the
latter course when they could not take the former they never
saw. If it was true that the Franco-German quarrel was a secular
permanent feud, then it was a case of the ultimate annihilation
of one or other nation. What more futile policy then than to seek
to persuade the enemy that it was such a struggle and at the same
time to present him with the perfect case for a preventive war
at the very moment when its outcome was quite certain? In 1925
when the anti-treaty pack were in full cry and inviting war nothing
could have been more safely prophesied than that war would
have meant the wiping of Germany from the map of Europe,
The only sane course was Thiers': "Think, but never speak";
but the sane course has never been popular in a Germany which
likes to disguise political ineptitude by calling it Faustian action.
A little later, still in full cry, the same pack bellowed out their
refusal to believe that revision was accomplished when Strese-
mann had accomplished it, and yet they proceeded to clamour
for the "fulfilment" of the revision which they denied he had
won, but which they claimed had been promised by the Allies*

